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B-3374 - B-3382 1837-1854 
1001-1039 Light St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

A large portion of the east side of the 1000 block of Light St. was originally 
improved with a row of two and a half story, late Federal style brick houses 
built by John S. Gittings and others in the late 1830's and early 1840's. Of these 
houses only 1003 and 1005 Light St. survive in their original exterior form, with 
1027-1029 Light St. retaining their original two story height, but minus their 
original dormer windows. 1001 and 1025 Light St. are now three story, three bay 
wide brick commercial/residential structures with shed roofs and bracketed cornices; 
1007 and 1009 Light St. are three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs 
and bracketed cornices. A number of the early houses on this block have been 
replaced by modern, one story high commercial structures. The southern portion of 
the block was originally improved with a row of three story, gable-roofed houses 
in the early 1850's, of which only 1031 Light St. survives in its original form. 
1033 and 1037-1039 Light St. have had their gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs with 
bracketed cornices added. The first floor areas of all of these later houses 
have been converted to modern storefronts. 
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This two story, two bay brick house with gable roof and front and rear 
roof dormer windows was built in the 1830's and formed part of a group of gable 
roofed houses extending along this side of Light St. The house has been covered "i 
with formstone. 

The house is two and a half stories in height, 15' wide, and occupies a lot 
70' deep. The house is two rooms deep and there is a two story high, three bay 
deep rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond but the facade has 
been covered with formstone. The steeply pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick 
cornice and is covered with tarpaper. There is a dormer window located on both 
the front and rear roof gables. There is a double rectangular chimney located 
on the south side of the rear roof gable. There is also a rear end chimney 
located at the east end of the rear addition. .*' 

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills 
has been hidden by the formstone covering, it is apparent that all of the openin 
had flat lintels. The sills are currently brick header sills but these may be 
contemporary with the formstone covering. The first and second story window 
openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash; the dormer window is filled with 
6/6 sash. There is a modern flush door set beneath a single light transom. The 
house sits on a fairly high basement, the entrance being reached by four brick 
steps. A rectangular coal opening is located to the right of the steps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a group of two and a half 
story houses with dormer windows built in Federal Hill in the late 1830's and 1840's 
to provide inexpensive housing for the growing number of workers moving into the 
area to work in waterfront-related jobs. The houses are interesting as quite late 
examples of the use of design characteristics associated with a much earlier period. 
The houses are Federal in style, the only evidence of their later date being the longer, 
narrower first floor front windows, and certain interior woodwork details. The first 
ioor plan follows the pattern established for earlier working class housing in the 
rea, with small front and back rooms on each floor and with enclosed, tightly winding 
cairs set between the two rooms. The kitchen was located in the basement. 

This house was built by Joseph Stubbs, a local carpenter, on land leased from 
John S. Gittings, who developed most of this side of Light St. and the adjoining 
section of Hamburg St. 

1Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 306, Folio 233 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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1003 Light Street 
Block 0936 Lot 054 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3375 1003 Light St. 
M.E.H. 5/79 
West elevation 


